
The following constitutes the agenda for the regular scheduled meeting of the Board of 

Commissioners of Walker County, Georgia to be held on June 9, 2022 at 7:00 pm.

REGULAR SCHEDULED MEETING

0 Invocation & Pledges given by Chairman Whitfield

0 Chairman Whitfield will Call to Order the Regular Meeting

0 Clerk establishes a Quorum is present

0 Approve Agenda (Agenda amended at the meeting to add a lease agreement
with Valley Mechanical, Inc.)

0 Approve Minutes

Approval of the Minutes for the Regular Scheduled Meeting Held on May 26,
2022 at 7:00 pm.

0 Informational

Emily Sadler, Director, Walker County Animal Shelter

0 Public Comment

0 New Business

Resolution R-025-22 to Call for a Special Referendum Election to Permit Walker

County, Georgia to Issue Licenses for the Package Sale of Distilled Spirits within

the Unincorporated Limits of Walker County

Resolution R-026-22 to Appoint a Member of the Rossville Public Library Board

Resolution R-027~22 to Appoint a Member of the LaFayette-Walker County 
Library Board

Lease agreement between Walker County Government and Valley Mechanical,
Inc. (Item was added to the agenda at the meeting)

Departmental Statistics for May 2022

0 Commissioner Comments

0 Executive Session

0 Adjourn

*NEXT MEETING - June 23, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.
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Walker County Governmental Authority
101 South Duke Street, P.O. Box 445

LaFayette, GA 30728

706-638-1437 

Minutes of the Mlar Scheduled Meeting
June 9, 2022

Call to Order:

Chairman Shannon called to order the Regular Scheduled Board of Commissioners

Meeting held at Annex III, 201 S. Main Street, LaFayette, Georgia at 7:00 pm. on June 9, 2022.

Attendees: 

The following were present: Chairman Whitfield, Commissioner Robert Blakemore, Commissioner

Mark Askew, Commissioner Brian Hart, Commissioner Robert Stultz, Legal and Policy Director

David Gottlieb, Manager Paine Gily, Public Relations Director Joe Leggee, Economic

Development Director Stephanie Watkins, Chief of Police Mitchell Moore and County Clerk 

Rebecca Wooden. Other guests signed in at the meeting as well. Please see the attached sign in 

sheet

Approval of Agenda:
Chairman made a motion to amend the agenda by adding a Lease Agreement with

Valley Mechanical. Seconded by Commissioner Askew, 4 ayes and 0 nays, motion was

approved.

Approval of Minutes:

Commissioner Hart made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Scheduled Meeting 
held May 26, 2022 at 7:00 pm, seconded by Commissioner Stultz, 4 ayes and 0 nays, motion

was approved.

Informational:

Emily Sadler, Walker County Animal Shelter Director, presented the Board and the public with a 

slideshow presentation. She reviewed her staff and an overview of the types of animals that have 

been at the shelter. She gave the hours of operations for the public and told a little about what 

goes on during the closed hours. She reviewed the department's statistics over the past few 

years. She reviewed the goats of the shelter and the adoption and rescue process. She said the 

shelter gets a lot of donations and they are greatly appreciated. She said the shelter received a 

vaccination grant and has been able to have three successful vaccination clinics this year. 

Cortney Andes, Animal Shelter Manager, gave an overview of her experiences over the past four 

years working at the shelter. Krista Alexander, Animal Shelter Customer Service Representative, 
shared some of her interactions with the citizens since coming on board seven months ago. 
Chloe Clift, Animal Shelter Kennel Tech, said she was very proud of the low euthenazia rate at 

the shelter. Commissioner Stultz asked for an update on the kennel cough outbreak. Sadler 

explained how they were treating it and said all animals are doing better and should be back to 

normal by the end of next week. Commissioner Askew thanked the staff for their presentations. 
Commissioner Blakemore asked about the relationship with the Animal Control Staff and Director. 

Sadler explained the process of dispatching out to the Animal Control.

Public Comment:

I. Erin Reelbe said she has worked with shelters and rescues for many years. She asked about 

citizen volunteers for animals needing fosters at the shelter. She expressed concerns about home

visits for adoptions. MaryKate McCaffrey with Floyd Felines and Friends explained her 

experiences with rescues in Floyd County and how Walker County Animal Shelter is doing a great 
job with the animals in the county. Sharon Rowin asked about foster programs within the county. 
Sadler explained the extensive process of fostering and that fosters are an extension of the 

Shelter, operating under its license, and said a foster program is not currently offered in the 

county. Commissioner Askew asked if the Shelter works with local rescues and what is the 

difference in a foster?. Sadler listed some of the local rescues they work with. Janice Williams

expressed concerns with past incidents with the Shelter. Melvin Moody discussed the history of

East Warren Road being adopted in 2016 and the problems with the road condition. He asked for

a resolution on this issue by the next meeting on June 23, 2022. Jim Pope spoke about the 

County Manager position that was discussed at the previous meeting and the current duties of 

the Chairman of the Board. Julie Whitton said she works with Walker County Shelter and Control.



She gave details of prior experiences with helping Walker County Shelter animals and said that

Sadler does a wonderful job. Jeff Mitchell, Director of Floyd County Animal Shelter and Control, 

said he has worked with the Walker County Animal Shelter for many years and they do an

exceptional job. A lady who state her name, explained she has talked with Sadler and the 

Shelter does a great job. She explained how she is planning to start a transportation

group for animals at Shelters.

Vll. New Business:

ll.

IV.

V.

Chairman read Resolution to call for a special referendum election to permit
Walker County, Georgia to issue licenses for the package sale of distilled spirits within the 

unincorporated limits of Walker County. Commissioner Blakemore made a motion to approve, 

seconded by Commissioner Stultz, 4 ayes and 0 nays, motion carried.

Chairman read Resolution to appoint a member of the Rossville Public Library
Board. Chairman made a motion to appoint Lorie Connell, seconded by Commissioner

Blakemore, 4 ayes and O nays, motion carried.

Chairman Whitfield read Resolution R-027-22 to appoint a member of the LaFayette-Walker 

County Library Board. Chairman Whitfield made a motion to appoint Kaye Thurman, seconded by
Commissioner Hart, 4 ayes and 0 nays, motion carried.

Chairman read the lease agreement between Walker County, Georgia and Valley
Mechanical Inc. He said Valley Mechanical has been a long time business in Walker County. He 

said they will be using part of the old Coats American operations. He said they will use the

property for storage. Legal and Policy Director David Gottlieb pointed out a typo that would be

corrected if passed. Commissioner Blakemore made a motion to approve, seconded by 
Commissioner Hart, 4 ayes and 0 nays, motion carried.

Chairman read the departmental statistics for May 2022.

Vlll. Commissioner Comments:

Commissioner Blakemore thanked everyone for coming out and encouraged them to reach out

with any concerns or questions.

Commissioner Askew thanked everyone for their support and coming out tonight. He gave 

information on the Walker County Farmers Market and encouraged everyone to go out and

support so they can keep the Market open. He encouraged everyone to take advantage of any 

local produce that is available to help keep local ag going.

Commissioner Hart congratulated the Safety Committee on the grant they just received. He gave

information on the American Legion event coming up.

Commissioner Stultz thanked everyone for coming out and thanked all of the county employees
for their hard work. He gave information on the Kids Fishing Rodeo coming up on Saturday in 

Rossville. He gave information on the Tails and Trails event coming up too.

Chairman gave more details on the Kids Fishing Rodeo. He said there are free

poles available at the event and encouraged everyone to come out. He said the Farmers Market 

is wonderful and encouraged everyone to go out and support. He congratulated the City of

LaFayette for putting on a great event, the Honeybee Festival.

lX. Executive Session:

Chairman made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss personnel, real estate,

and cybersecurity. Seconded by Commissioner Stultz, 4 ayes and 0 nays. The Executive Session 

began at 9:09 pm. Chairman Whitfield called the regular scheduled meeting back to order at 

10:40 pm. and stated there was no action to be taken from the Executive Session.

X. Post Executive Session:

Adjournment:

Chairman stated there were a few people that came to speak that were not aware of

when they needed to speak. He said the Board is going to make an exception and let them speak

now. Lee Frye expressed concern and asked about making a petition against Resolution

Chairman Whitfield said it could be denied when it goes on the ballot in November. 

Commissioner Askew said the decision on the Resolution will come from the people when it

is voted on in November. Eddie Frye asked if there was a petition against Resolution of

1,000 people could it be taken off of the ballot.

Commissioner Hart made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Commissioner Askew seconded the

motion, motion carried and the meeting was adjourned at 10:50 pm.



111
-~

vv .

Shannon K.

Chairman/CEO

Walker County Georgia

Minutes prepared by: Walker County Board Clerk, Whitney Summey
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Roll Call PresentIAbsent

Commissioner Blakemore Present

Commissioner Askew Present

Chairman Whitfield Present

Commissioner Hart Present

Commissioner Stultz Present
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RESOLUTION R-o25-22

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF WALKER COUNTY,
GEORGIA TO CALL FOR A SPECIAL REFERENDUM ELECTION TO PERMIT 

WALKER COUNTY, GEORGIA TO ISSUE LICENSES FOR THE PACKAGE SALE OF

DISTILLED SPIRITS WITHIN THE UNINCORPORATED LIMITS OF WALKER 

COUNTY

WHEREAS, Section of the Code of Georgia Annotated provides that in
the event the governing authority of any county desires to exercise the powers authorized by
Section of the Code of Georgia Annotated, which section provides that a county
may authorize, through proper resolution or ordinance, the issuance of licenses for the package
sale of distilled spirits; and

WHEREAS, Section 3-4-41(a) of the Code of Georgia Annotated provides that
such authorization is conditioned upon a special referendum election wherein voters of the 

county vote on the question of whether or not the governing authority of the county shall be 

permitted to issue licenses for the package sale of distilled spirits; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Walker County has determined it is
desirable to exercise the powers authorized by Section 3-4-41(a) of the Code of Georgia
Annotated within Walker County; provided more than one-half of the votes cast in the special
referendum election are in favor of issuing licenses for the package sale of distilled spirits; and

WHEREAS, Section of the Code of Georgia Annotated designates the 

Tuesday after the Monday in November as a date on which a special referendum election

may be held for the purpose of a referendum called under Section of the Code
of Georgia Annotated; and

WHEREAS, there has been no special referendum election held by Walker County to
determine whether its governing authority shall be permitted to issue licenses for the package
sale of distilled spirts Within the unincorporated limits of Walker County within the two (2)
year period immediately preceding the date of this Resolution; and

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of Walker County,
Georgia that the Board of Elections and Registration for Walker County, Georgia is hereby 
authorized to issue, notice of the call of a special referendum election to be held on November 

8, 2022, for the purpose of submitting to the voters of Walker County the question of Whether 

or not the Board of Commissioners of Walker County shall be permitted to issue licenses for 

the package sale of distilled spirits within the unincorporated limits of Walker County.

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the following notice of the special referendum election

be published once a week for four (4) weeks, immediately preceding the date of the special
referendum election in the legal organ of Walker County, Georgia:
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WALKER COUNTY GEORGIA

NOTICE TO ALL OF SPECIAL REFERENDUM ELECTION
Notice is hereby given that Walker County, Georgia will hold a Special Referendum
Election on Tuesday, November 8, 2022, for the purpose of voting on the question of 
whether or not the governing authority of Walker County, Georgia shall be permitted to 
issue licenses for the package sale of distilled spirits within the unincorporated limits of
Walker County.

The ballot will read as follows:

the issuance of licenses for the package sale of distilled spirits within the

unincorporated limits of Walker County be

Those desiring to vote in favor of the issuance of licenses shall vote Those desiring 
to vote against the issuance of licenses shall vote

Only those voters registered in Walker County, Georgia shall be allowed to vote in the

Special Referendum Election.

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Clerk is directed to notify the Board of
Elections and Registration through the Elections Superintendent of the referendum by 
forwarding a copy of this Resolution.

FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon receipt of this Resolution, the Elections
Superintendent shall issue the call and shall conduct the election in the manner prescribed in
O.C.G.A. 21-2-540.

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the registration books to register voters to vote in the

special referendum election are to be held open until the 11th day of October, 2022.

SO RESOLVED AND ADOPTED this 9th day of June 2022.

WALKER COUNTY, GEORGIA

REBECCA WOODEN, County Clerk SHANNON K. WHI FIELD, Chairman

The fo going Resolution rec 'v a motion for 

from Commissioner

cond by Commissioner
,

and upon the question the vote is ayes,

nays to W the Resolution.
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RESOLUTION

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF WALKER COUNTY TO 

APPOINT A MEMBER OF THE ROSSVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Walker County is the governing
authority of Walker County, Georgia; and

WHEREAS, one of the duties delegated to the Chairman of the Board is to appoint
members to all committees of the board with the approval of the board; and

WHEREAS, 20-5-42 (a) provides that a county board of trustees shall

consist of at least one appointee from each governmental agency supporting the

library on a regular basis; and

WHEREAS, O.C.G.A. 20-5-42 (b) provides that a regional board of library trustees 

shall consist of trustees serving on members county boards who are appointed to the regional
board by each county board for a term in writing pursuant to the constitution and

bylaws of the library system; and

WHEREAS, a vacancy will soon exist on the Rossville Public Library Board due to the

expiration of the term for Lorie Connell; and

WHEREAS, Chairman submits the following appointment to serve on the

Rossville Public Library Board:

Lorie Connell for a term beginning July 1, 2022 and ending June 30, 2025

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of Walker County,
Georgia that the appointment of Lorie Connell is approved.

SO RESOLVED AND ADOPTED this 9th day of June, 2022.

WALKER COUNTY, GEORGIA

and upon the question the 0

Q 2 nays to QM the Resolution.

l



PO. Box 445
,,

706.638.1437LaFayette, GA 30728

walkercountyga.gov commissioner@walkerga.us

Shannon K.

Chairman/CEO

Walker County, GA

June 9, 2022

Lorie Connell

415 County Squire Lane

Chickamauga, GA 30707

Dear Ms. Connell: 

As a funding agency of the three Walker County Public Libraries, the Walker County Commission is

responsible for appointing members to the local Boards of Trustees. The term of is three years,

with the possibility of reappointment for a total of four terms.

I have reappointed you to a term on the Rossville Public Library Board of Trustees. This term is for a

term beginning July 1, 2022, and ending June 30, 2025. 

The next meeting will be at 4:30 pm. on July 26 at the Rossville Public Library. 

We appreciate your willingness to serve as a library board member. If you have questions, you may
call Lecia Eubanks, Director, at

Sincerely,

Shannon K. Whigreld
Chairman/CEO

Walker County Board of Commissioners



RESOLUTION

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF WALKER COUNTY TO 

APPOINT A MEMBER OF THE LAFAYETTE-WALKER COUNTY PUBLIC

LIBRARY BOARD

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Walker County is the governing
authority of Walker County, Georgia; and

WHEREAS, one of the duties delegated to the Chairman of the Board is to appoint 
members to all committees of the board with the approval of the board; and

WHEREAS, O.C.G.A (a) provides that a county board of trustees shall

consist of at least one appointee from each governmental agency supporting the

library on a regular basis; and

WHEREAS, O.C.G.A. 20~5~42 Cb) provides that a regional board of library trustees

shall consist of trustees serving on members county boards who are appointed to the regional
board by each county board for a term in writing pursuant to the constitution and

bylaws of the library system; and

WHEREAS, a vacancy will soon exist on the County Public Library
Board due to the expiration of the term for Kaye Thurman; and

WHEREAS, Chairman submits the following appointment to serve on the

County Public Library Board:

Kaye Thurman - for a term beginning July 1, 2022 and ending June 30, 2025

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of Walker County,

Georgia that the appointment of Kaye Thurman is approved.

SO RESOLVED AND ADOPTED this 9th day of June, 2022.

WALKER COUNTY, GEORGIA

REBECCA WOODEN, County Clerk SHANNON K. HITFIELD, Chairman

The f regoing Resolution rece c

t
.motion for

Whom Commissioni ,
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cond by Commissioner M 1
.

l
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andzupon the question the vote is 
' 

ayes,

nays to the Resolution.



PO. Box 445

LaFayette, GA 30728 Office: 706.638.1437

walkemountygegov commissioner@walkerga.us

Shannon K.

Chairman/CEO-

Walker County, GA

June 9, 2022

Kaye Thurman

1223 E. Reed Road

LaFayette, GA 30728

Dear Ms. Thurman:

As a funding agency of the three Walker County Public Libraries, the Walker County Commission is

responsible for appointing members to the local Boards of Trustees. Theterm of is three years,

with the possibility of re-appointrnent for a total of four three-year terms.

I have reappointed you to a term on the County Public Library Board of Trustees.

This term is for a term beginning July 1, 2022, and ending June 30, 2025.

The next meeting will be at 4:00 pm. on July 25 at the County Public Library.

We appreciate your willingness to serve as a library board member. If you have questions, you may

call Lecia Eubanks, Director, at 706-638-755 7.

Sincerely,

Shannon K. eld

Chairman/CEO

Walker County Board of Commissioners



Cherokee Reglonal lerary System
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Mr. Shannon May 18, 2022

Walker County Executive Commissioner

PO Box 445

LaFayette, GA 30728

Dear Commissioner

As a governmental funding agency that supports the County Public Library, the
Rossville Public Library, and the Chickamauga Public Library, the Walker County Commission makes a

total of six appointments to the local Library Boards of Trustees. According to law, these appointments
are set up on a rotating basis. The Constitutions of these Boards of Trustees states that

it}? The term of is three years, starting July 1 

as No member may serve on this board for more than four successive three-year terms of

There are two we are asking you to make at your next meeting.

Re-Appointee Library Board Term 

1. Lorie Connell Rossville Public Library Board July 1, 2022 June 30, 2025
415 County Squire Lane

Chickamauga, GA 30707

2. Kaye Thurman Public Library Board July 1, 2022 June 30, 2025
1223 E. Reed Road

LaFayette, GA 30728

We ask that you make these appointments during the month of June, and that you notify the appointee
and the library, in writing, in accordance with law. The next meeting of the Rossville Public Library
Board of Trustees is Juiy 26, 2022, at 4:30 pm. at the Rossville Public Library and the LaFayette-
Walker County Public Library meets next on July 25, 2022. For your convenience, i am attaching a

form letter you may wish to use in notifying the appointee and the library of these appointments.

Thank you for your thoughtful attention to these important appointments to represent the citizens of
Walker County on the public library boards of trustees.

Sincerely,

A
Lecia Eubanks, Director

Cherokee Regional Library System

,QecrgieBO728 / {xi/70630382992 / f clii'torg



P.O. Box 445

LaFayette, GA 30728 706.638.1437

walkercountygagov commissioner@walkerga.us

Shannon K.

Chairman/CEO

Walker County, GA

June 9, 2022

Leoia Eubanks, Director

Cherokee Regional Library
305 South Duke Street

LaFayette, GA 30728

Dear Mrs. Eubanks:

The following people have been re-appointed to the local Public Library Boards of Trustees:

l. Lorie Connell Term is July 1, 2022, through June 30, 2025.

2. Kaye Thurman Term is July 1, 2022, through June 30, 2025.

Sincerely,

Warwickw
Shannon K.

Chaiman/CEO

Walker County Board of Commissioners



LEASE AGREEMENT

This Lease Agreement is entered into between Walker County, Georgia, a

political subdivision of the State of Georgia and Valley Mechanical, lnc.

Leased Premises: Lessor leases to Lessee a certain tract of unimproved land 

surrounded by chain link fencing located on Maple Street, Rossville, Walker County, 

Georgia, being Tax and Map Parcel No. 2007 003 

Lease Term: The term of this Lease is one year, beginning June 1, 2022 and ending

May 31, 2023

Rent: Lessee shall pay to Lessor a monthly rental of $1,500.00 per month. Rent shall

be due on the first day of each month of the Lease Term. Rent for the entire 

non-prorated month of June, 2022 shall be due on the date that Tenant signs this Lease

Agreement.

Default: if (1) Lessee defaults in the payment of rent for 10 days after the due date; or

(2) it Lessee fails to abide by any other obligations of this Lease Agreement and fails

after notice to cure said default within 10 days, then Lessor may, at its option, 

immediately terminate this Lease Agreement by providing notice to Lessee, and Lessee

shall immediately thereafter surrender possession of the Premises to Lessor and remove

all of personal property from the Premises.

Use of Leased Premises: The Premises shall be used by Lessee for the purpose of 

storage of its personal property. Any other use of the Premises by Lessee must be

in writing by Lessor. use of the Premises shall be in compliance

with all laws and ordinances.

Acceptance of Premises: Lessee accepts the Premises in the condition in which it

now exists as suitable for use of the Premises. Lessee shall not make any

improvements or other changes to the Premises without the prior written approval of

Lessor. Lessee shall return the Premises to Lessor in the same condition as it existed at 

the beginning of the Lease Term.

Liability and insurance: Lessee shall indemnify and hold harmless Lessor from any

claims for any damages, including personal injuries or property damage arising out of

the use of the Premises by Lessee or any third party, except for any damages that are 

the result of the negligence of Lessor. Lessee shall add Lessor as an additional insured

on general liability insurance policy, and Lessee shall provide Lessor with a

copy of the certificate of insurance to Lessor.



8. Notices: Any notices that are to be given pursuant to this Lease Agreement shall be

delivered by one of the following methods: certified mail, email, or hand delivery, to the

following addresses:

Lessor: Walker County Government, Attn: Commission Chairman. 101 8. Duke Street,

PO. Box 445, LaFayette, GA 30728; commissioner@walkerga.us

Lessee: Valley Mechanical, lnc., Attn: Greg Whitlock, 608 Salem Road, Rossville, GA

30741; gwhitlock@valleymech.com

9. Entire Agreement: This Lease Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between

Lessor and Lessee regarding the lease of the Premises. Any modifications to the Lease

Agreement must be in writing and signed by both Lessor and Lessee.

Walker County, Georgia Valley Mechanical. Inc.

iif
\ A

"

$1 ...............................as We tat;.. wewegem:m5;
Shannon K. Whitfield}

A ..

Austin G. Whitlock

Commissioner Chairman/CEO QC Manager
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WALKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONER 

EXECUTIVE SESSION

AFFIDAVIT

The undersigned, having been duly sworn, states under oath that the following is true

and accurate:

1.

The Walker County Board of Commissioners met in an open and duly advertised

meeting on g Tum

2.

During the meeting the Walker County Board of Commissioners voted to enter into 

executive session.

3. 

In my capacity as Gxminm (133, M94, I preside over the executive session. The

executive session was called to order at Ct?

Mtgp. m The following Commissioners were

present: BIaEewre/FAskw whmg,
Also in attendance: a321,}? (50m

4.

The subject matter of the executive session was devoted to the following matter(s)
within the exceptions provided in the open meeting law: (Initial all that are applicable):

Litigation Matters: Consultation with the Walker County government attorney to
discuss pending or potential litigation, settlement, claims, administrative proceedings, or

other judicial actions brought, or to be brought, by or against Walker County government
or any officer or employee in which Walker County government or any officer or

employee may be directly involved; as provided in O.C.G.A. 50-14-2(1);

SICU X Real Estate Matters: Discussion regarding the future purchase or acquisition,
disposal, or leasing of real estate; as provided by O.C.G.A.

5%.) 8 Personnel Matters: Discussion or deliberation upon the appointment,
employment, compensation, hiring, disciplinary action or dismissal of a Walker County
government officer or employee; as provided in O.C.G.A.

5.
,

6SQQX Other: (describe exemption ot the open meeting law) WWW



as provided in O.C.G.A.

33923 No other matters were discussed during the executive session.

Discussion occurred on a topic not authorized by law. The meeting was declared
out of order, immediately ceased and was adjourned.

This Clftday of Jl M ,2022.

Print Name25kwt~we~a

Print Title: (smug 31333

Sworn to and subscribed before me this

da of

gig:
,2022.

l y!

Notary Public .G. .0. l? "

My commission expires: - We 2
: G 2 :33


