
The following constitutes the agenda for a public hearing before the Board of Commissioners of Walker

County, Georgia to be held on August 24, 2023 at 7:00 pm.

2023 MlLLAGE RATE PUBLIC HEARING #3

o invocation & Pledges

0 Chairman Whitfield will Call to Order the Regular Meeting

o Clerk establishes a Quorum is present

0 Public Hearing

Adoption of a Millage Rate to be set at 5.735 mills in the Unincorporated Areas and

7.390 mills in the Incorporated Areas

0 Commissioner Comments

0 Adjourn



Walker County Governmental Authority
101 South Duke Street, P.0. Box 445

LaFayette, GA 30728

706-638-1437

Minutes of the 2023 Millage Rate Public

August 24, 2023 - 7:00 PM

I. Call to Order:

Chairman Shannon called to order the 2023 Millage Rate Public Hearing #3 held at

Annex lll, 201 S. Main Street, LaFayette, Georgia at 7:00 PM on August 24, 2023.

ll. Attendees:

The following were present: Chairman Commissioner Robert Blakemore, Commissioner

Mark Askew, Commissioner Brian Hart, Commissioner Robert Stultz, Legal and Policy Director

David Gottlieb, Public Relations Director Joe Legge and Board Clerk Whitney Summey. Other

guests signed in at the meeting as well. Please see the attached sign in sheet.

lll. Public Hearing:
l. Chairman gave an overview of the year digest and two spreadsheets included in the

packet. He said the millage rate has been rolled back in order to try to keep the property taxes as 

as possible. He said there is a $10,537.00 increase from all properties in the county. He said 

the values of properties come from the assessors and are based on the current market and 

sales. He said the Board can not affect property values or the school and city millage rates. He 

said the state has increased the homestead exemption from $2,000.00 to $18,000.00 for this 

year. He asked if anyone would like to speak on the millage rate. No one came forward to speak.

IV. Adjournment:
l. Chairman adjourned the public hearing at 7:10 PM.

MW
ateShannon K. Whitfiel

Chairman/CEO

Walker County Georgia

Minutes prepared by: Walker County Board Clerk, Whitney Summey
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Roll Call Present/Absent

Commissioner Blakemore Present

Commissioner Askew Present

Chairman Whitfield Present

Commissioner Hart Present

Commissioner Stultz Present
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Friday, Aug. 4, to Thursday, Aug. 10

This hooking report was pro-
vided by the Walker County

Those arrested

on charges me piesumcd in-

nocent until proven guilty in a

wart of law. The listings below

include (in order) name of 

mate (last middle), race] 
sex, age, {elony/misdemeanor,
and charge(s).
Violence Act; to

appear; VGCSA=Violation of

the Georgia Controlled Sub-

stances Act)
9 HERNANDEZ JOSHUA

AIDEN W/M 19 MISD DUI-

UNDER THEAGE OF 21, FAIL-

URE TO MAINTAIN LANE

0 WATKINS KASEY JUNE

W/ F 28 FEIDNY PROBATION

VIOLATION

0 Anglia WHITNEY NICOLE

W/F 34 FELONY

SION OF M ETI'I

o FOSTER J ULIE~MAE

KATHERINE W/ I" 39

ONY POSSESSION OF M

o WILLINGHAM MARLE

PATTERSON W/M 46 FELO-

NY PROBATION VIOLATION

OPAINTER SHERRY

JOLENE W/F 57 FELONY

PROBATION VIOLATION

o MAULDIN MISTY DAWN

FELONY PROBATION

VIOLATION

o BAKER CASEY ADAM

W/M 30 FELONY PROM.

TION VIOLATION

6 HARPER LISA JEAN W/Ii'
60 MISD FAI LURE TO MAIN-

TAIN LANE, DRIVING WHILE

SUS PEN DEI)

O PARLETT MATTHEW

RYAN W/M 33 FELONY

'I'H BY RECEIVING

LEN PROPERTY

0 PETE/I DUSTIN DAVID

W/ M 36 FELONY POSSES~

SION 0F MEI'I-I

OMU'RPHYANGEIA

OLE W/ F 38 FELONY

FirstBank names Regina Farmer as

SESSION OF M
,
DRIVING

WITHOUT AVALID LICENSE

o HEM BREE BRYAN KEITH

W/M 51 MISD DUI- DRUGS,
FAILURE TO MAINTAIN LANE,
IMP ROPER LANE CHANGE.

ISAAC WALKER 

B/M 24 MISD ALCO-

SPEEDING

O KELLY DAKARI EUGENE

Ii/M 29 FELONY POSSES-

SION OF OXYCODONE, POS-

SESSION WITH INTENT TO

DISTRIBUTE, DRUGS

o WELLS ASHLEY ANN W/F
34 FELONY DRUGS,
FAILURE TO MAINTAIN

LANE, POSSESSION OF

MARIJ UANA-LESS THAN

AN OUNCE, POSSESSION OF

ME'I'HAM E, NO

INSURANCE, DRIVING ON

THE WRONG SIDE OF THE

ROAD, FAILURE TO YIELD

TO EMERGENCY VEHICLE.

6 PEAIRRE

DEVON B/ M 40 MISD SIMPLE

BATTERY, DRIVING WHILE

LICENSE SUSPENDED

O MCDANIEL JAMISON

LEE W/M 39 MISD

NAL TRESPASS

o RANDALL EUGENE

W/M 64 MISD DUI, FAILURE

TO MAINTAIN LANE

0 SPENCER MALLORY DE~

NISE W/I" 39 MISD DRIVING

WITHOUT A LICENSE

o SNOW BRANDON

B/M 4t) FELONY FAIL-

URE TO APP FELONY

0 BROWN MADISON BRY-

ANN W/F 19 MISD DUI-

DRUGS, FAILURE TO OBEY

TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICE,
IMPROPER LANE CHANGE.

OPEN CONTAINER VIOLA-

'IION, POSSESSION OFAIJCO-

HOL BY PERSON UNDER 21

0 BAGLEY EIJZAIIEI'H MA.

RIE W /F 18 MISD OPEN CONv

VIOLATION, POS

Former financial center manager

in Dalton transfers to Ringgold
From Press Release

Regina Farmer is relocating
from the Dalton

to sewe as the

cial Center manager in its

Ringgold office. As

cial center manager, Farmer

drives branch performance
and helps customers meet

their goals.

thrilled to have

ginajoin the Ringgold team,

especially at a time where

FirstBank is at its peak per-
formancc in Catoosa County
and currently ranks No, 1 in

market share," said Kevin

Bronson, market

eg'na has

sive experience in the industry
and in this position at First-

SESSION OF ALCOHOL 0F

PERSON UNDER 21

OINARE KEENON MAN E

B/M 29 MISD CRIMINAIXIIRIE

PASS

OJON ES ltIA'I'I'IlEW DYIAN

W/M 29 MISD FVA,
CRIMINAL DAMIGETO PROP-

ERTY m D DEG REE (FELO-
NY), HINDERING on CALL 

OALLEN J R. LESLIE DE-

WAYNE B/M 35 MISD DUI

COMBO- DRUGS AND AI:

COI'IOL, FAILURE MAI N-

TAIN LANE, FAILURE TO

OBEY TRAFFIC CONTROL

DEVICE, DRIVING ON RE

VOKED LICENSE, DRIVING

WITH NO INSURANCE.

9 NORRIS JOSHUA EU~

GENE W/M 3t) MISD

DRUGS, TAIL LIGHT VIO-

LATION, DRIVING WITH

NO INSURANCE, EXPIRED

LICENSE

OGILLIAM STEPHEN

JAMES W /M 55 MISD

URETO SI'OP AT 3 TOP SIGN.
DUI- ALCOHOL, OPEN

VIOLATION

o YEARWOOD JARED

LEN W/M 21 MISD DUI- Alz-

COIIOL, FAILURE TO MAIN-

TAIN LANE, SPEEDING.

tBLEVINS PRESLEY

BROOKE W / I? 32 MISD LOI-

TERING AND PROWLING

O RODRIG UEZ JOSE

MON H/M 52 MISD HIT AND

RUN, DU I

ING WITH NO PROOF OF IN-

SURANCE, DRIVING

OUT A LICENSE, TOO FAST

FOR CONDITIONS.

0 CARROLL JEREMY

W [M 43 MISD DRIVING ON

SUSPENDED LICENSE

O brown MAENI K1 LEVI

B/M 19 MISD CRIMINAL

'I'RES PASS- FAMILY VIO-

LENCE ACT. DISORDERLY

COND

oPAQUE ISEAIL H/M 39

MISD FAMILY

"

Bank, so I am

her

leadership will

)

make a
'

cant impact in

1

our

success."

F a r m e r

Regina joined First-
Farmer

Bank in April
2 0 I 9 a n (I

served as center man~

ager of the Dalton P11".

or to this, Farmer spent over

19 years with a huge regional
bank, starting as a tcllcr and

ARREST REPORTS

VIOLENCE orransm,
WILLFUL DESTRUCTION

or LAW ENFORCEMENT

OFFICERS.

o umnc'ra MARIO OLI-

VERA H/M 22 MISD BAT-

TIERY- FAMILY VIOLENCE

(IST OFFENSE), WILLFUL

or LAW an. 

OFFICERS 

ROSA LUCAS

II/r 20 MISD

DUI, UNDERAGE CONSUMP-

TION

o LOPEZJUIIO CESARW/M
34 MISD DUI, FAILURE TO

MAINTAIN LANE, DRIVING

WITHOUT LICENSE

.Lorrz VIRGINA VE-

LOSQUEZ H/F 26 MISD DRIV-

ING WITHOUT A LICENSE

o ruescorr MI LL-

na B/M 21 MISD DUI 

o WALKER JAMES moan

W/M 49 FELONY PROBA~

VIOLATION

nouns BRIAN WILLIAM

W/M 49 MISD Tuarr

. WINT JOSHUA JAMES

W/M 30 FELONY PROBA-

TION VIOLATION

o CARLOS DANY-

ELLE II/hr147 MISD VIOLA-

TION PROBATION

QPARKS ROBERT EARL

W/M 42 FELONY mona-

'I'ION VIOLATION

o BENJAMIN MEGAN MA-

RIE 31 FELONY PROBA-

TION VIOIATION

oVOUNG WI LLIAM AN-

DERSON W/M 58 MISD

ING wrrnour A LICENSE

i DEANN

W/F 41 MISD SIMPLE as.

SAULI', DISORDERLY con-

oscorr DANIEL LEE W/M
3r, FELONY POSSESSION

or METH, POSSESSION or

DRUG RELATED owners

t RODEN BRAND] LEIGH

W/F 39 MISD SIMPLE BAT-

mar-WA

0 'I'UMBLIN CORY LEE W/ M

29 MISD PROBATION

o MOOREJAMFS DON W/M
54 MISD BATTERY-INA

.IERMAINE

REEK B/M 49 COURT

ORDER

ODANIEL TANA LEIGH 

W/F 45 MISD PROBATION

VIOLATION ~(M)
4 HICKS CHRISTOPHER

' W /M 31 FELONY HOLD

FOR COURT

0 BIBLE DONNA JANE W

47 FELONY POSSESSION OF

METHAM PH E'I'AM INE

0 NAVAS CHRISTINA

BETH W/ P 44 FEIDNY PROv

BATION VIOLATION (l7)
0 MATTHEW

DOUGLAS W/ M 38 II'ELONY

POSSESSION OF SCHEDULE

II CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE

(FENTANYL)
BRYANT FRANCIS EARL

W/ M 75 FELONY POSSESSION

OF NE,
POSSESSION OF SCHEDULED

I CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE

(MOLLY), MAINTAINING

DISORDERLY HOUSE.

OJONFS KEANDRE OIAIN

W/M 22 MISD DRIVING WHILE

LICENSE SUSPENDED, FOI:

LOW ING TOO CLOSELY

v WHITE AUTUMN KEISEY

Ill/1127MISD/FELONYDUI-
DRUGS, TOO FAST FOR CON~

DI'IIONS, FAILURE TO MAIN-

TAIN IAN E, IM PROPER LANE

CHANGE, DRIVING WITH NO

TAG.

TH EFI' IIY TAKING

9 DECKER ERYN

MARIE W/I7 7t) FELONY

DESTRUCTION OF A LAW

EN FORCEM OFFICER

(MISD) , AGGRAVATED ANI-

MAL CRU ELTY.

OJ UV ENI LE .1 UVENILE

JUVENILE II/ M 15 FELONY

TERRORISTIC THREATS,
SIMPLE

.erUDIIMIIu; SAUDRAL

II/r 25 MISD DUI-

DRUGS LESS SAFE (Isms
FENSE), DUI. DRUGS- err

ora CHILI)

UNDER 14, DUI-DRUGS~EN-

DANGERMIENT OFA CHILD

UNDER 14,

DANGERMENF OFA CHILI) 

UNDER 14, DRIVING wmr 

OUTA LICENSE, FAILURE TO

srorA'rA sror

BELTS VIOLATION

DREN), FAILURE TO

TAIN LANE.

ROBERT our 42
MISD DUI-DRUGS, DRIVING

WHILE LICENSE REVOKED,
rAILUIIn'Io MAINTAIN LANE,
NO PROOF or INSURANCE.
rossrssmn or MARI.) UA-

NA- LESS THAN 1 07..

v DANIS AKININO NMN

H/M 48 MISD

FAILURETO MAINI'AIN IANE,
DRIVING W/O A VALID LI-

CENSE, EXPIRED LICENSE

PLATE

.GLEASII CODY DEAN

W/M 2, RETURN FROM

HOSPITAL

II arm ER MARIE

W/F 29 FELONY PROBATION

VIOLATION, POSS. OF

ARM BY CONVICTED FELON

o HODGE JODY WAYNE

W/M 45 FELONY POSS. OF

mam

IEIIE W/r 23 nanny ross.

or FIREARM BY CONVICTED

IIELON x2, POSS. or METII

W/ IIrrrNI'ro DISTRIBUTE

JAMES DON

W/M 54 FELONY PAROLE

VIOLATION

0 HARTLINE AMANDA

LEIGH W/F 36 FELONY

BATION

oSRYOCK

W//M 23 MISD DRIVING

WHILE LICENSE susrnvn-

ED, FAILURETO OBEY sror

SIGN

Ringgold financial center manager
rising to mongage loan

is an industry
leader with an unwavering
commitment to local bank-

ing, and I look fotward to

working to support the needs

of the Ringgold community,"
said Farmer. am excited

to build long-standing Icla~

tionships and help customers

from all walks of life create a

strong future."

Farmer is curiently an ac-

tive member in her community
and is involved in Crosspointe
Dalton Church. In her spare

Winitz said the Hero Grant

Program, which was estab-

lished in 2021, is funded by
events throughout the year,
such as golf toumaments and

concerts. He said schools

can use their grant money
in whatever ways they deem

most appropriate.

Wolk Is (I rcporler

for The Comoso Counly
News in Ringgold, G0,, and

Walker County Messenger in

LuFuyclle, (In.

HOW IMPORTANT l8 DONATING BLOOD?

"More than 80% of deaths in the operating room and

nearly 50% of deaths in the first 24 hours after injury are

due to severe blood according to Donatingblood.

org. About 38,000 blood donations are needed every day
in order to meet the demand, but under 10% of eligible
Americans ever donate. Only 38% of Americans are 

to donate.

SENATE

From Al

Jones said the Georgia
law will be. modeled after

those of states including
Louisiana, which has a law

on its hooks requiring 
cial media companies to 

verify the age Of users and

imposing and/or jail

time on those convicted of

cyberbullyiug.
The General Assembly got

its feet wet on the social me-

dia issue this year, passing
legislation backed by Gov.

Brian Kemp and sponsored
by that bans Tik

from state-owned de-

vices. The bill came on the 

heels of a memo Kemp is-

sued late last year banning
Tilt Tok, which is owned by

a Chinese company, from

phones and laptops used by
executive branch employees.

Jones said he and other

backers ofthe legislation plan
to reach out to social media

companies, local school sys-
tems and parents for ideas

as they craft the bill.

The 2024 General 

bly session will begin Jan. 8.

This story is available

From Al

teaching reading," the statement read.

teacher preparation programs will 

follow these rules as updated and ap-

proved by the

But critics say Georgia's new rules are

part multi-state effort by conservative

Republicans aimed at policies in
education, including the Say Gay"
bill Florida lawmakers passed last year 

prohibiting discussion of sexual orienta-

tion and gender identity in the schools.

rules changes indicate the com-

mission see the necessity ofteach-

ers being prepared to teach diversity,"
said. 

Hunt-Blackwell said the proposed rules 

changes were moving "under the radar" 

until the Georgia Coalition for Education 

Justice an alliance of students, educa-

tors, parents and civil rights advocates

got wind of them. The coalition sent a 

Blackwell said. was the first time

in decades people came to testify at their

meetings."
Hunt-Blackwell cited a study released

last year by Hanover Research a think

tank that encourages school districts to

adopt diversity. equity, and Inclusion

(DEI) policies that reported a link

between teachers prepared in DEI and 

a narrowing of academic achievement

gaps for students.

as educators recognize our student

body our communities and state,

and the population of our state is more

diverse than ever," said Lisa Morgan,
president of the Georgia Association of

Educators. educators need the

course work, information, and resources

so they are not overwhelmed by the di-

versity of their

letter to the commission oppos-

ing the changes. held news conferences,
and assembled speakers to testify against
the rules at commission meetings.

has made a huge splash," Hunt-

Morgnn said teacher

ration programs have improved signifi-
cantly in recent years.

these rules is taking a piece
of that away," she said. out these

words is, in a sense, watering down."

This story available through a news

partnership with Capitol Baal News Seruicc, 

a project oftlzc Georgia Press Educational

Foundation.

through a news partnership
will: Capitol Beat News

Service. a project oflhc

Georgia Press Educational

Ftnuululion.

time, she enjoys the compa-

ny of her family and friends

and cheering on her favor-

Quarterly Equipment

AUU'I'IUN
SATUBIIAY, AUGUST

9 AM EST, UAllIUUN. GA

2270 Rome Road SW

Gordon County, GA

Calhoun Stockyard
Calhoun, GA

itc sports teams the At-

lanta Braves and Georgia
Bulldogs.

STAFF ONSlTE ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS 

AUGUST 14tlr24tl1 | 9 AM-5 PM ONLY

lNSPECTION: Friday, August 25th I 9 AMv5 PM

American Auctioneers will be running multiple

rings with one being a screened presentation.

American

mm Mam Ck AI m5, AIR: M360, GAL mamas, GARE 2mm

mum saw, it M1071 lintVaugim. At won

866-789-5169 AMERICAN-AUCTIONEERS.COM

09

NOTICE OF PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

The Governing Authority Of Walker County, Georgia
has tentatively adopted a millage rate which will

require an increase in property taxes by 6.22% in

the unincorporated area. All concerned citizens are 

invited tO a public hearing on this tax increase to 

be held at the Walker County Courthouse Annex

III, 201 S Main St, LaFayette, GA on August 24,

2023 at 7:00 pm.

This tentative increase will result in a millage rate

Of 5.7350 mills in the unincorporated area, an

increase Of 0.8357 mills. Without this tentative 

tax increase, the millage rate will be no more

than 5.3993 mills in the unincorporated area. The

proposed tax increase for a home with a fair

market value Of $225,000 is approximately $29.54

in the unincorporated area and the proposed tax

increase for property with a fair

market value Of $150,000 is approximately $20.14 

in the unincorporated area.



NOTICE

The Walker County Board of Commissioners does hereby announce that the millage rate will be set at a meeting to be held 

at Walker County Courthouse Annex ill, 201 South Main Street, LaFayette, GA on August 24, 2023 at 7:00 pm. and

pursuant to the requirements of O.C.G.A. Section does hereby publish the following presentation of the current

year's tax digest and levy along with the history of the tax digest and levy for the past years.

CURRENT 2023 TAX DIGEST AND 5 YEAR HlSTORY OF LEVY

201a 2019UNINCORPORATED

Real & Personal 
,

Motor Vehicles 

I

Mobile Homes 

Timber - 100%

Heavy Duty Equipment

Gross Digest

, 190,860,119

895,499,039

895,499,039

Less M&O Exemptions

Net M&O Digest 

Adjusted Net M&O Digest

Gross M&O Millage

Less Millage Rate Rollbacks [5.1200 ;

9.8380

$8,809,920

2018

Net M&O Millage Rate

Net Taxes Levied

lNCORPORATED

Real & Personal

Motor Vehicles 

Mobile Homes

Timber - 100%

Heavy Duty Equipment

Gross Digest

Less M&O Exemptions
V

,,

7

4,9

Net M&O Digest 

Adjusted Net M&O Digest

1,086,359,831 1,093,983,387 1,099,753,694 1,264,531,103

,, 
196,992,58,

,

189663179 10.,

896,990,556 910,090,515 1,053,559,607

896,990,556 910,090,515 1,053,559,507

$8,452,011 $8,758,241

$402,504,816 $407,095,150 $426,015,861 $445,842,421 $530,071,738

445,842,421 530,071,738

Gross M&O Millage

Less Millage Rate Rollbacks

Net M&O Millage Rate

NetTaxes$lncrease 208,655 $ 46,448 9

Net Taxes % increase 1.49% 0.33% -0.80%

402,504,816 407,095,150 426,015,861

8820
_

455 739,757 467 434 628 481,008 604 506 874,451 611,868 545

(114,300) $ (15,517) $ (10,323) $

1,552,066,215

1 1 _
~

710'

1,292,053,650 1,661,503,292

1,292,053,680 1,661,503,292

2,046,868,002

5.7350

$8,822,530 $9,528,721

712 025,138

, 

f 522.1203

$617,502,870

617,502,870

0,, 
.,,

,,,630

7.3900

$4,563,346

2023

2,279,006,162

$14,092,068

10,537

1,822,125,418

-0.11% 0.07%



mabmmbmabo
m3.3m.woo.oo

eibmmbmmbo

Uo=ma

.3Qmmmm

mmombmmbo

mAmxEmbo

93.93.00

W

wmm

gamma

2989898

9

W

d

W

n,

e

W

.M

M 

eL m 

2939898
m,eD.mD. 

3

989898
m.

wkmcbccbc

42m.

52.8mmcboommm$ 



N93

N93

N95

mama

Ncwm

Nomw

06mm"
<m_:m

ma

.mmmbowbmwbo
mg

.woabmmhombo
.mwm.
A

mg

a

.mwwummxi
who

mmbwmbomLmmbo

3009?
Ex

rmSma

wdwbmmbmAbo

mKLONbVfoo
$3.0m:
.mmAbo

2903.34.00

wibmmbmmbo

.soqmmmm

mmombmwbo

mhmlbmbo

-miPwmmbo

-mahmmbo

mpmoobooboobommboobooboobo .mopoooboobo 
DigestValue

mg

booboobcobowmocbooboobo 


